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Schwartzenberg, Hefele and Strossmayer, are already
heroes with the English public.*

For some time after the Eeformation the Catholics
of Germany were zealous opponents of the Reformed
religion. But in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, according to their own historians, they did
but little for the Catholic cause, and still less for
literature. Their palates -were princes, and the
character of the ecclesiastic was frequently merged in
that of the statesman; Any signs of life which their
theologians manifested were in the direction of dis-
obedience to the Roman See. Those who were most
anxious for the conversion of Protestants regarded
the authority claimed by Rome as a hindrance to the
desired unity of the Christian world. In 1763,
John Nicholas von Hontheim, SuSragan-Bishop to
the Elector of Treves, published a book under the
name of Febronius, in which he maintained that the
m^premacy was conferred on the Roman Pontiffs by
the Church, and not by Christ. He denied that the
Pope had any proper jurisdiction or authority over
all Churches, or that his laws had any binding force
except through ' the unanimous adhesion of all
bishops.' This work was condemned at Rome, but
the doctrine of Febronius was generally received in
the theological schools of Catholic Germany,

The reforms of the Emperor Joseph were all in the
direction of securing the independence of the German
Catholics. A check was given to the jurisdiction
which the Papal nuncios had long exercised in Ger-
many. The emperor, with the bishops, took the
government of the Church into their own hands. In

* Since this was written the first three hare submitted to the new dogma.